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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Animals Go to
War: From Dogs to
Dolphins
Author

Connie Goldsmith

Reviewer

Jennifer Haltli

Rating

Dependable

Level

Intermediate

Pages
136

Year
2019

ISBN

9781512498042

Publisher

Twenty-First Century
Books

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

From heroic dogs and hunting house cats to unlikely creatures
like pigeons, pigs, and camels, animals have turned the tides of
battles and aided humans in dealing with the terrible aftermath.
Working as fighters, transporters, messengers, detectors,
searchers, rescuers, emotional supporters and spies, animals
have served in wartime from Hannibal’s era to today’s war
on terror. Babylonian reliefs pictured their exploits, ancient
Greek historians chronicled their deeds, and modern European
newspapers publish their photos. While exposing animals to
wartime conditions is controversial, these beasts are often given
military awards and are immortalized by the media and their
handlers.
This attractive, colorful book has plenty of photographs and
diagrams. The author also creates clever chapter headings that
may make readers chuckle. The book discusses each animal
species in turn, creating a fact-based narrative on both an
individual and a species level. For example, the reader meets
Reckless, a horse and Marine sergeant, who hauled five tons of
ammunition to the front lines in a single day during the Korean
war. But the author also gives the reader a broad view of how
horses have served in different capacities during many different
time periods. This species-centric focus does not provide the
coherency that a chronologically-based narrative could have
produced, but the author uses the form to include verbal and
visual explanations of the traits that suit each species to its forms
of service. This pseudo-scientific addition makes the book more
than historical, fleshing it out to grab the interest of readers who
like zoology.
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Book Review

Ants Don’t Wear Pants
Author

Kevin McCloskey

Illustrator

Kevin McCloskey

Reviewer
Aubrey Parry

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Toddler, Preschool,
Primary

Ants are all around us, yet few people stop to look at them and
find out what they’re really doing. Explore dozens of strange facts
about ants, like how some ants raise and milk insects. This book
describes several different phases of ants’ lives, including how
they build and defend a colony and what they do on a daily basis.
This book is full of information that would interest young ant
enthusiasts.
This book would be a fantastic read for children who are
interested in insects. It makes learning fun by showing
information visually that readers often only get as text. The acrylic
illustrations flow perfectly with the text, showing exactly what is
described. This is also a fine resource for teachers or parents;
however, they should be aware that some pictures are a little
graphic, showing ants exploding and shutting their jaws on other
insects.

Pages
40

Year
2019

ISBN

9781943145454

Publisher
Toon Books

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss7/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Blink
Author

Sasha Dawn

Reviewer

Erica Sonzogni

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Young Adult

Pages
336

Year
2018

ISBN

9781512439779

Josh has more on his plate than most teenagers; his mom dates
one abusive man after another, he cares for his four-year-old
twin sisters, and he is trying to keep his spot as the starting
quarterback of his high school football team to get a college
scholarship. But when Chatham Clairborne mysteriously appears
in town searching for her runaway sister, everything gets even
more complicated. Together, Josh and Chatham must clarify her
past so she can be reunited with her family and so Josh’s life can
return to normal.
This novel includes many captivating genre elements. It involves
suspense when Josh is not sure of where he is going to live,
romance when he gets into a relationship with Chatham, and
mystery when they uncover Chatham’s confusing background.
The story is filled with the perfect number of twists and turns
while also addressing many tough topics such as drug use, sex,
teen pregnancy, and alcoholism. Many readers may relate to the
main character and his struggles, because they also experience
his problems from a distance and see how he was able to change
his life for the better.
*Contains moderate language, severe sexual content, severe
violence, and moderate drug abuse.

Publisher

Carolrhoda Books

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Chicken Break
Author

Care Berry

Illustrator

Charlotte Alder

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
32

Ten chickens are on a mission to escape. There’s job for everyone
to do, from keeping watch to hatching the plan. With everyone
doing their part, the plan succeeds. One by one they leave the
coop to have some fun around the town. Eventually, they get tired
and decide it’s time to go back home. Traveling in various sneaky
ways they all end up outside the coop so they can pick the lock
and head inside for a much needed chicken break.
This counting book starts each line with a number, counting up
from one then back down again as it tells the story of the spunky
chickens’ sneaky escape and careful return. The entertaining
story is short, with only a sentence on each page. The detailed
illustrations show exactly what the chickens are doing, adding
excitement to the story. While it can be confusing at times
to keep track of what the chickens are doing, it’s not really
necessary to do so, and readers will likely be too occupied with
the story to mind. With large, clear rhyming text, this is a great
book read aloud and will also be accessible for new readers.
The witty words and comical illustrations are bound to entertain
children from preschool to 2nd grade.

Year
2019

ISBN

9781250306791

Publisher

McMillan Publishing
Group

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss7/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Cog
Author

Greg Van Eekhout

Illustrator
Beatrice Blue

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
196

Year
2019

ISBN

9780062686077

Publisher

HarperCollins Children’s
Books

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

Cog, short for cognitive development, is a smart robot. He knows
how to follow a shopping list and make hot chocolate. He also
feels a lot of things, like pain when he gets hit by a truck and
sadness when he’s taken away from Gina. Gina was the person
who cared for him, but now he has to live with other people who
say that Gina was bad. Determined to be reunited with her, Cog
plans an escape. He meets four other robots, Proto, Car, Trashbot,
and ADA. Together they search for Gina and fight for their freewill.
Cog experiences a lot along the way, both good and bad. These
experiences teach him that while feelings can be confusing and
hurtful, they are necessary to a happy life.
Van Eekhout explains the importance of feelings and freewill
through an enthralling and emotional storyline in this
masterpiece. Cog’s story will excite children with fun twists and
gripping cliff hangers. A lot of light humor makes it an even more
enjoyable read. Cog and his friends have distinct and lovable
personalities. While Cog speaks and acts in a robotic way, his
voice could easily be that of any human twelve-year-old. Cog
learns that mistakes are all part of the learning process and
that sometimes feelings hurt. His journey to understanding
what he feels could help all children, but may be particularly
helpful to neuro-diverse children who relate to his analytical
view and overwhelmed moments. Cog’s touching moments of
self-realization may also help children better understand human
emotion and social expectations. For education as well as
entertainment, this book will not disappoint.
*Contains mild violence.
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Book Review

Cook’s Cook: The
Cook Who Cooked For
Captain Cook
Author

Gavin Bishop

Reviewer

Jaimee Pease

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
32

Year
2018

ISBN

9781776572045

Publisher
Gecko Press

Captain James Cook leads the HMS Endeavor on a 1768 voyage
to search for the mysterious Terra Australis Incognita, and the
ship’s cook John Thompson chronicles their perilous journey
around Cape Horn and deep into the South Pacific. His culinary
ability triumphs over each strange ingredient the crew discovers
as they pull into new ports. The men feast on delicacies such as
Kangaroo Stew and Stingray Soup. When fresh ingredients run
short, Thompson gets them through with salt pork and Pease
Porridge. The one-handed cook handles anything these unknown
lands can give until October 1770, when malaria and dysentery
descend upon the entire crew, shifting their focus from discovery
to survival.
Gavin Bishop’s colorful portrayal of this first voyage offers a
subtle nod toward the notorious captain while recognizing
the blood, sweat, and years given by the lesser known people
who made the journey possible. The journey, portrayed mostly
through the form of a ship’s log with notes and recipes scrawled
between entries, lends a personal quality to the narrative. While
Thompson’s observations boast the discovery of lands, plants,
and people, it also reveals the grim living conditions aboard the
ship and the negative impact the crew’s presence has on the
natives they encounter. Such details are often left out of historical
stories of discovery. The front and back matter include maps,
diagrams, and definitions to help readers better understand
the length of the journey, the cramped size of the ship, and the
jargon of the crew. This additional information can help readers
better contextualize the details of the historical voyage without
disrupting the pace of the narrative. Stunning ink and watercolor
illustrations wash over salty sea ports and sunny island cliffs with
the most striking illustration along the back matter, representing
the length and cost of the journey that Thompson explains in the
end.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss7/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Dias y Dias/Days and
Days
Author

Ginger Foglesong Guy

Illustrator

René King Moreno

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating

As days go by, seasons change. Each season brings new weather.
Snow comes in winter, rain in spring. Sun comes in summer, and
leaves fall in autumn. Soon days turn into months and months
turn into years, and the cycle of seasons starts all over again.
This concise story teaches children about seasons and their
associated words in English and Spanish, helping new bilingual
readers learn vocabulary. A short list of clothes worn in each
season is included at the end of the book. The charming colored
pencil illustrations depict children participating in seasonal
activities as a year passes by.

Dependable

Level

Preschool

Pages
40

Year
2019

ISBN

9780061731822

Publisher

Harper Collins

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Dissenter on the
Bench: Ruth Bader
Ginsburg’s Life & Work
Author

Victoria Ortiz

Reviewer

Danielle Dallas

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Young Adult

Pages
199

Year
2019

ISBN

9780544973640

Publisher

Clarion Books

The second woman on the United States Supreme Court, Ruth
Bader Ginsburg has led an incredible life of discipline and
commitment to fairness and equality. Born in 1933 in Brooklyn,
NY, Ruth’s love of learning and opera was influenced by her
mother. Evidenced by her early school and church essays Ruth
was a deep, critical thinker who experienced discrimination
as a Jew and as a female. After her studies at Cornell and her
legal training at Harvard and Columbia law schools, she was not
offered positions or even invited to interview at law firms, despite
graduating at the top of her class. So, Ruth forged her own path
as a professor at Rutgers, a pro bono attorney with the ACLU
where she co-founded the Women’s Rights Project, and then as a
professor at Columbia prior to her appointment as a judge. All her
successes were supported by husband Marty Ginsburg, whom
she met at Cornell, and with whom she shared a remarkably
egalitarian marriage.
Weaving Justice Ginsburg’s personal history with legal cases,
each chapter presents a significant legal topic including freedom
of speech, search and seizure, same-sex marriage, race, and
gender equality. The carefully researched text presents various
legal principles, including case strategy and varying levels of
scrutiny by a reviewing appellate court. The reader also becomes
familiar with Ruth the daughter, the lawyer, wife, professor,
mother, and judge as the book offers a glimpse into her sense
of humor, personality, and generosity. This book will leave
readers appreciative of her principled example, whether or not
they agree with the outcome of her judicial opinions. Whereas
Supreme Court cases are written non-emotionally, some aspects
of this writing are highly emotional, demonstrating the author’s
bias more than may have been necessary for a compelling text.
The appendices and notes strongly support the content of the
chapters and offer visual and bibliographic resources to the
curious reader. However, an additional appendix with a timeline
of Justice Ginsburg’s life would be useful since the book is not
presented chronologically.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss7/1

8

Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Girl Under a Red
Moon
Author
Da Chen

Reviewer

Jaimee Pease

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Life is hard for all the people of Yellow Stone village in the remote
Fujian province of China, where Mao Zedong’s cultural revolution
is on the rise. Thirteen-year-old Sisi wants to join the Red Guard
and prove her loyalty to China, but she can’t escape the notoriety
of her family’s bourgeois past. Shunned by her principal and
rejected by her peers, Sisi must flee before the Red Guard
comes for her. Together with her youngest brother Da, Sisi seeks
sanctuary at a school in a neighboring town protected by kind, old
Principal Jin. Life there proves to have its own challenges. As Sisi
and Da work hard and make friends, the revolution escalates and
the recently appointed Commissar Lai brings danger for everyone.

9781338263862

Girl Under a Red Moon portrays the chaos and upheaval that
Mao’s cultural revolution brought upon China’s most vulnerable
citizens. Told from the perspective of eight-year-old Da, the
narrative weaves the sentimental musings of a young child with
jarring experiences of violence and fear. Parts of the story are told
through recollection, giving the narration a dream-like quality. His
recollections show the influence of Mao’s cultural revolution on
the population, turning children against teachers, neighbors, and
friends. Soft black and white illustrations of the rural landscape
at the beginning of the story are contrasted sharply with old
photos and propaganda at the end, echoing the conflict of the
revolution in Da’s childhood.

Publisher

*Contains moderate violence and moderate sexual content.

Intermediate, Young
Adult

Pages
188

Year
2019

ISBN

Scholastic Focus

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Green Planet: Life in
our Woods and Forests
Author

Moira Butterfield

Illustrator

Jonathan Woodward

Reviewer

Jazmin Gomez

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
32

Year
2019

ISBN

Green Planet and its companion book, Blue Planet, are part of
Moira Butterfield’s Colors of the World series. The book explains
the anatomy and importance of trees, as they provide homes to
more than half of the world’s plant and animal population. The
introduction also gives examples of different types of extreme
trees. Most of the book is dedicated to the wildlife found in
Earth’s woods and forests. It covers a wide range of animals, from
grizzly bears and pine martens to ground beetles and goliath birdeating spiders. The last pages are dedicated to the many uses
for wood, including treehouses that people use as homes of their
own.
This book is a good general introduction to the natural world.
It covers many facets in a logical order and uses language
appropriate for young readers. Concepts are simply explained
using a combination of big, colorful graphics and short
explanations. Green Planet is visually appealing in many
different aspects. The covers are attractive and there are colorful
illustrations on every page, including the title page, dedication
page, table of contents, and index. The typeface is easy to
read and the text is broken up with headings, white space, and
illustrations. This book educates on the vital role of trees and the
importance of protecting them, making it a nonfiction resource
that would add value to any library.

9781944530976

Publisher
360 Degrees

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss7/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Kids Get Coding:
Programming
Awesome Apps
Author

Heather Lyons

Illustrator

Alex Westgate and Dan
Crisp

Reviewer

Danielle Dallas

Rating

Dependable

Level

Primary

Pages
24

Year
2018

We interact with apps every day. they’re not only for
entertainment, they help us do a variety of tasks. Programming
them requires thinking critically about small, progressive steps.
This process is demonstrated by making an app to solve Timmy’s
real-world responsibility of feeding his pet. Choices are made
at each programming stage, from planning, visual design, to
deciding on factors like weather and temperature. These all
create the potential outcomes of taking care of a digital pet.
While informative and well laid out, this is not a how-to-code
book. It can stand alone, but it functions best as part of the
larger collection of eight titles in the Kids Get Coding series. The
illustrations are in a basic computer animation style, drawing
attention to the textual content. Young readers may be drawn in
by Data Duck who appears on every spread. Various text bubbles
presented in different styles and fonts promote deeper learning
for the more interested reader, but they can also be skipped
over without affecting the integrity of the book’s message.
A no-frills website accompanies the text to provide related
activities, puzzles, games, and more extended learning options.
Interestingly, the subtitle for this book on a website is Develop
Helpful Apps, which is more accurate to the book content than
the printed title Programming Awesome Apps.

ISBN

9781512439427

Publisher
Lerner

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Let Me Sleep, Sheep!
Author

Meg McKinlay

Illustrator
Leila Rudge

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
30

Amos wanted to count sheep until he fell asleep, but he didn’t
expect the sheep to appear in his bedroom. They are a little
annoyed to be summoned without warning, but promise they’ll be
out of his hair as soon as he makes them a fence to jump over.
So Amos makes a fence with his toys, but according to the sheep,
it’s too low. Remaking it makes it too high, then too wobbly, then
too hard. Meanwhile, the sheep have made themselves at home
and even start a party. Finally Amos fell asleep, and the sheep
jump their way home over Amos’ perfect fence.
Let Me Sleep, Sheep! is a cute and funny bedtime story for
children ages 3 to 8. However, adults and children alike can find
humor in the sheep’s crazy antics. Children’s imaginations will be
sparked by the story’s premise of sheep appearing a bedroom.
The detailed colored pencil-like illustrations span every page from
top to bottom and follow the storyline well. The story is short, but
the sufficient detail and clever dialogue making it a perfect read
aloud book. It is also a good book for children learning to read, as
the text font is large and it contains simple vocabulary.

Year
2019

ISBN

9781536205473

Publisher

Walker Books Australia

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss7/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Locked in Ice:
Nansen’s Daring Quest
for the North Pole
Author

Peter Lourie

Reviewer

Maryn Wheeler

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Young Adult

Pages
316

Year
2019

ISBN

9781250137647

Publisher

Henry Holt and Company

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

In 1893, Fridtjof Nansen locked his specially-designed boat
in Arctic ice with the goal of reaching the North Pole. As an
adventurer, explorer, and scientist, he had dreamed of this
adventure that no one had achieved before. He studied previous
polar exploration attempts and hand-picked twelve men to
accompany him. After two years locked in ice, he realized that the
current would not take him to the North Pole. He left his ship and
crew to set out on the ice with one man, three sleds, and twentyseven sled dogs. Their expected sled journey of 100 days took
18 months, finally returning to Norway and getting closer to the
North Pole than anyone ever had. Nansen was reunited with his
ship and crew in August of 1896, and he lead an extraordinary
life contributing to science, exploration, and humanity. His
daring expedition greatly advanced scientific knowledge for polar
exploration.
Lourie’s nonfiction adventure imaginatively captures Nansen’s
thrilling and life-threatening journey. Daily life details such as
sleeping arrangements, hunting, wild animal attacks, equipment
malfunctions, and arguments along the expedition enhance
the harrowing survival story. Photographs from the expedition
and Nansen’s drawings support the storytelling. Lourie includes
a glossary, timeline, equipment list, short biography for each
crew member, ship design plans, scientific explanations for
processes used on the exploration, and resources for further
inquiry at the back of the book. Nansen’s later life is also retold
with notes about his family, work as a statesman and diplomat
in founding the League of Nations, and his Nobel Peace Prize for
humanitarian work with refugees.
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Book Review

The Legends of
Eerie-on-Sea #1:
Malamander
Author

Thomas Taylor

Illustrator
Tom Booth

Reviewer

Amanda Bishop

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Intermediate

Pages
304

Year

Since he was a baby, young “lost and founder” Herbert Lemon
has lived at the Grand Nautilus Hotel in the seaside town of
Eerie-on-the-Sea. His life is changed when another orphan, Violet
Parma, comes searching for clues to find out what happened to
her parents. Herbert and Violet embark together on an adventure
to solve the mystery of the unknown creature that lurks beyond
the tide, the Malamander. It is said that whoever gains access to
the Malamander’s egg will have their dreams fulfilled. But Herbert
and Violet aren’t the only ones searching for the egg, and they
must contend with a man who is chasing Violet and the secrets of
the past.
This adventurous read will transport readers into its odd setting
with enough mystery to keep them on the edge of their seats.
Folklore surrounding the Malamander and history of the town
is interspersed throughout, providing readers with connections
between the past and present in this strange place. The
characters are quirky, perfect caricatures for the setting in which
they live. The illustrations are delightful and will engage readers
further as they bring important aspects of the text to life. This
book is a great read for anyone who loves mystery and adventure.

2019

ISBN

9781536207224

Publisher

Walker Books US

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss7/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Nazi saboteurs:
Hitler’s secret attack
on America
Author

Samantha Seiple

Reviewer

Tessa McMillan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Intermediate, Young
Adult

Pages
224

Year
2019

ISBN

9781338259148

Publisher

Scholastic Focus

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

During World War II, eight German men volunteered to infiltrate
the United States and bomb key factories and railroads. On a
secluded estate in Germany, these men learned how to fight, spy,
and to become experts with explosives. Divided into two teams,
they planned for four men to infiltrate New York while the others
came in from Florida. Dropped off by a submarine off the coast,
each group was given explosives and money to help their efforts.
Unfortunately, the New York group was discovered soon after
their landing, and the men fled into the city to hide among the
crowds. Realizing their work was already over, George Dasch and
his comrade Peter Burger contacted the FBI and confessed their
sabotage plans. A military tribunal was held, and six of the eight
men were sentenced to death. Dasch and Burger were sentenced
to prison until 1948, when they were deported back to Germany.
Highlighting a little known snippet of WWII, this fast-paced and
intriguing narrative reveals Hitler’s twisted plans to plunge
America into chaos. Revealing the thoughts and motivations of
the saboteurs, this book showcases why they agreed to fight
for the Führer. Some wanted to get out of the slums of war-torn
Germany, others felt they deserved extra honor and money
because of their knowledge of America, and one was forced
to join to prove his loyalty. With all these different motivations,
suspicion was rampant. It was this distrust that led to the group’s
ultimate downfall. This fascinating nonfiction read is for history
fans ages 12 and up.

15

Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 41 [2020], Iss. 7, Art. 1

Book Review

Sneaky Beak
Author

Tracey Corderoy

Illustrator
Tony Neal

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
24

Year

Bear’s life is just fine until he sees a commercial for the SnoresGalore Mega bed. The salesbird Sneaky Beak makes him feel like
his bed just isn’t bouncy enough. So, Bear buys a Snores-Galore
Mega bed. When Sneaky Beak shows up, he points out that
Bear’s tub isn’t bubbly enough. His cereal isn’t crunchy enough.
And maybe Bear needs a vacation rocket to take him to space.
Bear buys everything Sneaky Beak offers him, but his life doesn’t
seem to get any better. Then, up in space, Bear realizes that
everything he thought was important is so small. When he returns
to earth he understands he doesn’t need any of Sneaky Beak’s
products to be happy.
The story is illustrated with appealing and expressive characters.
Pictures span every page with just a few sentences neatly
formatted in to capture Sneaky Beak’s comical tactics. Readers
are sure to connect with Bear and his desire to have the very best
things. Suspense builds as Bear buys more and more, keeping
the reader’s attention helping them wonder how he will ever
stop. Best suited for children ages 3 to 6, this entertaining story
encourages the reader to see that sometimes the best things
aren’t what makes you happy.

2019

ISBN

9781680101751

Publisher
Tiger Tales

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss7/1

16

Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Emily Lime Mystery
#1 The Book Case.jpg
Author

Dave Shelton

Illustrator
Dave Shelton

Reviewer

Brooklynn Marshall

Rating

Significant Shortcomings

Level

Intermediate

Pages
358

Year
2019

ISBN

9781489439956

Publisher

David Fickling Books &
Scholastics Inc.

Daphne Blakeway has been extended an offer for brand-new
start, with a scholarship, and a job as an assistant librarian at St.
Rita’s School for Spirited Girls. But upon arrival, Daphne quickly
discovers that this is no ordinary school. There’s a crater in the
driveway from a chemistry mishap, an alarmingly large hole in
the dormitory floor from a cannonball, and questionable food in
the dining hall. However, Daphne’s most distressing discoveries
are in the library. A recent fire destroyed the old library and left
the shelves nearly empty, the head librarian who hired Daphne
is on indefinite sick leave, and the small girl now running the
library, Emily Lime, seems rather put out that Daphne is there
at all. Amid the turmoil in this school, Daphne and the other
student librarians band together to investigate and solve a series
of curious mysteries, including a break-in, thefts, and a case of a
missing student.
Shelton creates an energetic setting but falls short of a
successful novel. Many amusing ideas create a frenzied story
line, and there is lean character development. This results in a
meandering novel that takes over a third of the story to arrive at a
central plot line. The wandering feeling is intensified by subtitles
and descriptions that seem incongruent with the content. For
example, it is disorienting to pick up “An Emily Lime Mystery”
when she remains a rather minor character with no personal
inclination for sleuthing. This protagonist confusion is furthered
by the negligent character development. For example, the story
opens with Daphne going to St. Rita’s because she got expelled.
However, her actions were not congruent with this history, since
she is repeatedly surprised by unruly behavior and questions
inadequate adult supervision. Readers seeking slapstick
nonsense will surely find that in this novel, despite its flaws.
*Contains mild language, mild violence, and mild substance
abuse.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

The Greatest Treasure
Hunt in History: The Story
of the Monuments Men
Author

Robert M. Edsel

Reviewer

Tessa McMillan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Young Adult

Pages
333

Year
2019

ISBN

9781338251197

Publisher

Scholastic Focus

After Allied forces bombed several culturally significant
buildings throughout Europe, the Monuments Men division was
established. They were a group of art experts on the front lines
protecting architecture, monuments, artwork, and archives from
the ravages of war. Soon the scope of the Monuments Men’s
work exploded as they tackled the Nazi’s strategic plundering of
works gleaned for Adolf Hitler’s Führermuseum and Hermann
Göring’s artwork obsession. Following clues and showing their
persistence, the small band of Monuments Men thwarted the
Nazis’ greed and saved much of Europe’s cultural history.
Edsel’s book is a young readers version of his New York Times
best-selling novel, The Monuments Men. Edsel composes a welldocumented and visually abundant story that breathes life into
this excerpt in history. Filled with impactful visual aids, Edsel’s
story places young readers right alongside these heroic men and
women as they fight to save Europe’s history from the greedy
hands of Nazi invaders. At the beginning of the book, readers
are introduced to key Monuments Men and major Nazi leaders,
all listed with their photographs, a small biography, and their
locations during World War II. Also included are maps showing the
movements and discoveries made by the Monuments Men. For
young readers unfamiliar with terms of the period, Edsel includes
a helpful glossary near the end of his book. A fascinating read
sure to develop a deeper love of history and a richer appreciation
for the arts, this book is appropriate for ages 14 and up.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss7/1
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Book Review

The Magnificent
Migration: On Safari with
Africa’s Last Great Herds
Author

Sy Montgomery

Illustrator

Roger and Logan Wood

Reviewer

Go on a safari to discover the wildebeests’ migration in Africa.
Explore the large and small ways their migration influences
plants, animals, and humans in the Serengeti. Touching on
the lives of those who have studied the wildebeests as well
as other incredible migratory animals past and present, it’s
time to understand the significance, benefits, and hardships of
wildebeest migration.

152

Written in travel journal format, Montgomery works with a world
authority, Dr. Richard Estes, to take the reader on a step-by-step
journey. Chronicling conversations and experiences along the way,
the narrative language combined with the enriching photography
paint a vivid picture of wildebeest life on the Serengeti. The
social, eating, travel, and mating behaviors portrayed are used
to offer an in-depth and real depiction. Amidst the hardships and
dangers for these animals, conservation ideas propose hope for
an abundant future. Also included in the book are ideas to get
involved, a large index, and a bibliography full of ideas for further
research. The Magnificent Migration encourages thoughtful
consideration for the interdependence of animals and humans.

Year

*Contains mild language and mild sexual content.

Maryn Wheeler

Rating
Excellent

Level

Intermediate

Pages

2019

ISBN

9780544761131

Publisher

Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt
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Book Review

The Pencil
Author

Susan Avingaq and
Maren Vsetula

Illustrator

Charlene Chua

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating

Significant Shortcomings

Level

Primary

Pages
33

Year
2018

Susan lives in an iglu with her Anaana, Ataata, sister, and brother.
One day when their mother is out, Susan and her siblings get
bored. They draw on the ice and play with dolls until they get
tired of their old games. Then Ataata suggests they use Anaana’s
pencil. Excited because they have never used a pencil before,
they each carefully take a turn drawing and writing on paper.
Every so often Ataata sharpens the pencil with his knife until it
is just a stump. Proud of their drawings, the children learn the
importance of enjoying and conserving the things they have.
This unique book highlights Intuit culture, providing a much
needed view into life in the arctic. However, the storyline is
uninteresting and there is hardly any plot. It is unclear whether
Anaana is upset that they used the pencil, because she
praises their drawings but appears irritated in the illustrations.
Additionally, even while suggesting that the children did wrong in
using the pencil, the final illustration shows the family hugging,
indicating that the act may not have been all bad. The moral
might be interpreted as sparing and economic, but it is also
confused when the book mentions taking care of belongings.
While the book may prove tedious for some children, the
attractive illustrations and original content may catch another
reader’s fancy.

ISBN

9781772272161

Publisher

Inhabit Media Inc
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Book Review

The Whispers
Author

Greg Howard

Reviewer

Karen Abbott

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Intermediate

Pages
272

Year
2020

ISBN

9780525517511

Publisher
Puffin Books

Riley’s mother is gone, and the pain and devastation of her
absence has immobilized his family. Riley feels that people blame
him, and his friends are starting to think he’s crazy for believing
that his mother is alive. Acting on a story his mother told him
about the whispers, magical beings who grant a heart’s desire,
Riley leaves them tribute, voicing aloud his longing to find his
mother. The whispers don’t answer, even as he follow the signs
he thinks they send. Soon he has nothing left to give, and he
offers up his soul. When he passes out from fatigue and awakens
on his mother’s grave, he accepts what happened. His mother
died of cancer, and he feels responsible because he thinks that
the shock of his budding sexual orientation killed her. With the
truth, Riley can begin to make a new life by letting go of the
whispers of the people around him, and maybe even the things
that he whispers to himself.
This is a fantastically well written story with words that describe
emotions and situations in ways that pull beauty from the pain
of loss. The text creates an image so vivid that sensations not
described, such as smell and touch, are felt by the reader. Told
from Riley’s point of view, the story takes on a very direct, nononsense tone that shares a similar emotional intensity to Scout
in To Kill a Mockingbird. There is a raw integrity that strings the
story together and leaves readers deeply enriched by the end.
Riley’s homosexual beginnings are handled with delicacy, offering
an appropriate way to open discussions on acceptance of and
appreciation for others.
*Contains mild sexual content.
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Book Review

The Will and the Wilds
Author

Charlie N. Holmberg

Reviewer

Karen Abbott

Rating
Excellent

Level

Young Adult

Pages
267

Year
2020

ISBN

9781542005005

Publisher
47North

Enna is scientifically interested in the Mystings of the nearby
forest. She’s fully aware of how dangerous they are, since her
mother was killed by them while giving birth to her. Now the
Mystings wish to kill her for the protection charm that she wears.
Foolishly, Enna uses her knowledge to summon a powerful
Mysting for protection, binding herself to him in exchange for
killing the beasts. However, the Mysting ends up trapped and is
slowly dying without the power of his realm to heal him. Together,
she and the Mysting struggle to survive and break the curse that
binds them. Though a war between their worlds is imminent and
their forbidden love could be torn apart, Enna’s intelligence and
her beast’s heart allow them to defeat the powers of evil.
A beauty and her beast find love in this incarnation of a favorite
tale. Enna is a strong, well-developed, independent character
with a determined sense of duty. Her strong qualities make the
characters around her pale in comparison. Her father developed
dementia when he went into the realm of magic to retrieve Enna’s
bracelet, so he doesn’t have a large role in the story. The beast
is a bad boy, and while many love a wicked paramour redeemed
by the love of a good woman, his transformation from selfish fae
to caring lover is lost when he reverts to his former self. His origin
story and redemption aren’t deep enough to make this love story
satisfying. He isn’t a good match for Enna in the end, meaning
this story lacks the meat and romance it needs to be a gratifying
villain-to-hero adventure.
*Contains mild violence.
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Book Review

Three Ways to Trap a
Leprechaun
Author

Tara Lazar

Illustrator
Vivienne To

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary

Claire is sure she can convince everyone that leprechauns are
real by catching one. Using whatever craft supplies she can find,
Claire builds a trap. It’s empty the next morning, but there’s a
note beside it from a leprechaun named Finn, informing her he
can’t be caught. Claire isn’t about to give up, so she and her
brother make more traps, hoping they can prove once and for all
that leprechauns are real.
With brightly colored illustrations and an exciting, imaginative
storyline, this book will hold young readers’ attention. Told
from Claire’s point of view, the story is full of cute sayings and
occasional rhymes, making it a fun book to read aloud. There
are bonus pages at the end of the book about how to catch a
leprechaun, providing a few facts and a five-step plan to make
a trap with a list of helpful craft supplies. This book encourages
imagination and creativity, effectively inspiring kids to be
innovative and resourceful in their play.

Pages
28

Year
2020

ISBN

9780062841285

Publisher

HarperCollins
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Book Review

Tomorrow
Author

Nadine Kaadan

Illustrator

Nadine Kaadan

Reviewer

Jennifer Padgett

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary

Pages
32

Year
2018

ISBN

9781911373438

Publisher

Lantana Publishing

Torn apart by the manifestations of war, a child can no longer
live as children often do. Yazan finds himself surrounded by
loneliness and boredom, spending days making paper planes,
doodling on paper, and making formations out of pillows. One
day, when he cannot stand the monotony and isolation of being
inside, he dares to venture outside into the dangerous streets
on his little red bicycle. As loud sounds explode all around him,
he contemplates if he should continue on to the nearby park. His
father finds him, and silently, they walk home together hand in
hand. His mother is delighted by his return and decides she will
take up painting again, but this time it won’t be canvas that she’ll
use. She will cover his bedroom wall with the beautiful scenery of
a park of which he could only dream.
Tomorrow is a timely piece of children’s literature that sheds
light on war-torn countries. Yazan, an early elementary schoolaged youth in Syria, has lost all sense of normalcy. Surrounded
by worries youth shouldn’t have to bear, his reality speaks
louder than words. The author of this thought-provoking and
empathy-triggering picture book beautifully brings this difficult
topic to the reach and ultimate understanding of young readers.
Kaadan masterfully weaves common childhood themes of family,
friendship, isolation, and the need for adventure into her story,
making it relatable for children ages 6-10. The story she craftily
weaves is alluring and almost perplexing in a way that will provoke
further questions from the reader. Perfect for use in social studies
classrooms, this book will bring awareness to current events as
well as widen students’ horizons.
*Contains mild violence.
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Book Review

Voices
Author

David Elliott

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Young Adult

Pages
195

Year
2019

ISBN

9781328987594

Publisher

Joan lived a simple life as a farmer’s daughter, but she longed to
do more than spin and sew as a woman should. At thirteen years
old, Joan received a miraculous vision of the archangel Michael,
telling her she was destined to save the king of France. From then
on, hearing the voices of the saints guiding her to her destiny, she
leads men into war against the English to return King Charles to
his rightful throne. Despite how improbable this fate would seem
for a woman, Joan faces it head on. Many would hate her for it,
calling her a sinner and delusional, but there was a fire inside
Joan that could not, and would not, be put out.
A compilation of poems and quotes from her trials are crafted
together to create a picture of Joan of Arc’s life. Some poems
are told from her point of view, while others are told from the
view of the saints or objects symbolic in Joan’s life. The poems
are descriptive and moving, often requiring deep thought to fully
understand and appreciate. While the text is not very lengthy,
it is meant to be mulled over and revisited. For those willing
to conquer such a text, it is worth it. Joan comes to life in this
romantic and creative retelling as each poem adds depth to
her story. This inventive piece of literature is a work of art that
deserves to be savored.
*Contains mild violence and mild sexual content.

Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt
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Book Review

Wait Till Helen Comes
Author

Mary Downing Hahn

Reviewer

Karen Abbott

Rating
Excellent

Level

Intermediate

Pages
192

Year
2008

ISBN

9780547028644

Publisher
Sandpiper

Molly and Michael have a new stepsister, Heather, who does
everything she can to make their lives miserable and drive a
wedge between her father and their mother. When the family
moves to a converted church, Heather becomes fascinated by
a hidden grave that has her initials on the stone. As she pulls
farther away from the family, Molly begins to realize that she
is in real danger from a mysterious ghost named Helen. Then,
Helen tries to drown Heather in the pond. When Molly rescues
and revives her, the girls find shelter in an old cottage, where
they discover the bones of Helen’s parents. Among the wreckage,
Heather confesses that she accidentally started the fire that killed
her mother, leading the girls into a new relationship as sisters.
This book expresses real challenges told from Molly’s very
authentic perspective. With less than exemplary parenting, Molly
is left to care for Heather and she is blamed for her flaws. Molly
is a good example of a teen doing her best to figure things out
on her own, as she resolves Heather’s problems by uncovering
her festering guilt. Molly encourages Heather to bring the truth
out into the open and forgives her with understanding that may
not be completely deserved. Molly sets a brave example as she
learns to see past Heather’s misbehavior and her own fear. It
is satisfying that at least one person in the family has grownup potential. This book is recommended for those with fearless
paranormal cravings, especially those who are struggling with a
new blended family situation.
*Contains mild violence.
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Book Review

Where the Mountain
Meets the Moon
Author
Grace Lin

Illustrator
Grace Lin

Reviewer

Cynthia Frazier

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary

Pages
282

Year
2009

ISBN

9780316114271

Publisher

Little, Brown Books for
Young Readers

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

Minli lives with her mother and father, Ma and Ba, in the shadow
of the Fruitless Mountain, a desolate place where they eke out a
living by working in muddy rice paddies from dawn until dark. The
only bright spot of Minli’s day is hearing one of Ba’s stories before
she goes to bed each night. The stories fill her heart with wonder
and hope, so she decides to find the Old Man of the Moon, a
character in one of Ba’s stories who lives far away in the Never
Ending Mountain, to ask for help for a better life for her family.
Minli meets talking fish, a dragon that cannot fly, a buffalo herder,
a King, and brave twins who trick a wicked green tiger on her
journey. She is given gifts, offered advice, and has experiences
that help her on her quest. Meanwhile Ma and Ba also take
a journey, trying to find their missing daughter. Both journeys
end with an understanding of the true meaning of wealth and
happiness.
Grace Lin has woven Chinese folklore into the storyline of this
book, creating stories within the story of Minli’s family and her
quest. These fables often connect with Minli’s journey and
add clues that help her find her way. The deep connections to
Chinese legend are apparent through the prose and the lovely
full-page color illustrations created in the traditional Chinese
style. These depictions add this cultural atmosphere to the story.
The chapters are short, easy for children to read, and appropriate
for reading aloud. Like most fables, this book has a moral that
would encourage discussion about friendship, honor, kindness,
and priorities. Where the Mountain Meets the Moon is a Newbery
Honor award winner.
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Book Review

Wild Lands
Author

Paul Greci

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating

Dependable

Level

Young Adult

Pages
374

Year
2019

ISBN

9781250183583

Publisher

Years ago, Travis’ family chose to stay in Alaska after the U.S.
government withdrew support of the state. Now, with several
raging fires and barren rivers, there is nothing left to live on.
The family must brave a treacherous journey toward Anchorage,
where they hope there are resources left. Everyone the family
encounters is a potential threat, since the remaining residents
are desperate and can rarely be trusted. Travis must choose
wisely who he and his little sister can depend on as they face
ravenous animals and desolate lands. With each challenge they
grow closer together and more determined find civilization.
Wild Lands is a satisfactory adventure novel. The storyline is often
unpredictable, sure to keep the reader on the edge of their seat,
and the characters are well defined. Travis is a great example
of a loving older brother and a brave teen with good morals.
However, the dialogue is often cheesy and repetitive. In addition,
the chain of events sometimes feels inorganic and seems more
focused on including exciting ideas than creating a believable
tale. Nonetheless, the writing creates beautiful imagery and is
focused on action with a little romance, giving this book potential
depending on the reader’s interests
*Contains severe language, moderate violence, and moderate
sexual content.

Imiprint
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Book Review

Words on Fire
Author

Jennifer A. Nielsen

Reviewer

Karen Abbott

Rating

Dependable

Level

Early one morning in Lithuania, Russian soldiers invade Audra’s
home, capturing her parents. Urged on by her mother, Audra
runs to the forest with a book her mother wants her to deliver
to a woman in a neighboring town. While Audra resents books
because her parents risked everything smuggling them, she
learns quickly that a book is more than words on a page. Finding
that books are a country’s heritage, culture, and freedom, she
soon joins the crusade to bring books to the Lithuanian people.
Proving to be a very creative and courageous girl, she teams up
with a group of like-minded people all while hoping to be reunited
with her parents.

9781338275476

Showing the determination of the Lithuanian people to conserve
their culture during Russian occupation, this book sheds light
on a segment of European history. However, some elements of
the story felt difficult to connect to. Given her parent’s devotion
to books, one would think that they would have taught her to
read, even in Russian. But the task of developing her mind
and education was left for her to fulfill later in the story. The
adventures while smuggling give the reader a taste of the danger,
but they were not entirely compelling and engaging. While it is a
solid historical read, this title does not always reach the richness
and depth of other titles like Salt to the Sea, The Red Ribbon, or
Beneath a Scarlett Sky.

Publisher

*Contains mild violence.

Intermediate, Young
Adult

Pages
820

Year
2019

ISBN

Scholastic Press
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Book Review

House of Werth #1:
Wyrde and Wayward
Author

Charlotte E. English

Reviewer

Karen Abbott

Rating

Dependable

Gussie is taken against her will to visit a wealthy, magical family.
There, she discovers that she has a very rare gift. Gussie can
bring out the latent magical qualities of those she touches.
Her abilities manifest when she turns one of her hosts into an
enormous dragon and another into a vampire. When the dragon
takes her hostage in hopes that she can reverse her unwitting
magic, it will take all of Gussie’s plucky determination to help the
dragon control his shape-shifting and address the curses running
amok from an enchanted book.

2019

The story is an almost fun adventure with almost great characters
set in an almost intriguing background. However, the vocabulary
is strained with many outdated and ostentatious words. The
characters could be interesting, but they are hard to connect
to with all the overused words in the way. The plot is limp, as
the story should either end when the kidnapping is resolved
or continue until the missing book mystery is solved. Instead,
the ending happens almost mid-sentence, leaving the reader
unprepared. This feels manipulative, as if it is forcing the reader
into the next book.

ISBN

*Contains mild violence.

Level

Young Adult

Pages
197

Year

9789492824110

Publisher

Amazon (Kindle Ebook
Only)
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